TODDLERS
Lack of privacy

Don’t let your toddler chase after the dog again and again if the dog is looking to leave the room. Your dog may eventually try to let your child know in his own way  that he doesn’t want to be chased and he could try stiffening, staring, growling, snarling, snapping and barking. The dog cannot comprehend that the child does not understand him. In dog language, he has said “leave me alone” very clearly. When the child continues to invade the dog’s privacy, the dog assumes the child is a disobedient puppy who needs to be taught a lesson.  The problem could culminate in a slight bite. 

The reason that dogs rarely bite very hard is that their intention is to teach a lesson, to reprimand, not to injure. To injure the child would not benefit the pack and so the dog inhibits the force of his bite.  If you then punish the dog for a slight nip, the dog may then become afraid, thus adding to his stress level. 
Dogs, like wolves, often display “calming signals” in these situations. Because they don’t want to disrupt the pack, they try to use conflict avoidance and non-violent conflict resolution. These are facial expressions and body gestures used to express anything from mild nervousness to extreme fear. Some of these signals include: 

· Averting his eyes, squinting or blinking

· Turning his head aside
· Licking his nose, lips or the roof of his mouth
· Yawning 

· A flattening of the ears

· Sniffing, scratching or lifting of his front paw or

· Any combination above

The dog tends to repeat or increase the intensity of these signals until he no longer feels threatened. 

Note: The lack of privacy aggression will become much worse if the dog is guarding a valued possession – food, dog toys or bones, stolen food or objects like shoes, gloves or children’s toys, beds or other favored sleeping areas. Likewise, it will get worse if the dog feels cornered, is startled awake from sleep or is in pain. 

PREY INSTINCT
As wolf descendents, all dogs have a hunting instinct, but some breeds – and some individual dogs – exhibit it much more strongly than others do. 

The distressed, high pitched wailing, thrashing, small size and strange smell of an infant can trigger predatory behavior in some dogs, but this is fairly rare. Most dogs figure out quickly that the infant is part of the pack. 
From about eighteen months to five years of age, many children are chased, knocked down and nipped by enthusiastic dogs playing “chase the rabbit”. At this age, the dog clearly knows the child is not a rabbit but he chooses to “pretend” he is, in the same way a dog will pretend a ball is a rabbit and chase it. Terrier breeds, with their strong prey instinct, are often especially fond of this game. Herding dogs (such as shepherds, collies, rottweilers etc.) with no sheep to herd instead chose to herd the kids. If the child squeals, flails, runs, or falls to the ground, the dog becomes increasingly excited and may nip at the heels. 

Dogs play fight and play bite with each other –that’s their idea of recreation and bonding.  When a dog does the same to a child, he’s trying to be friendly, but, of course, this may be too rough for the child.  That’s why it’s is up to you to be very watchful and responsible. No matter how reliable a dog’s behavior has been, young children and dogs should simply never be left unsupervised. 

Children are taught a great deal by having a dog -- responsibility, consistency and unquestioning love. The benefits of dog ownership far outweigh the risks and even if it appears a serious problem exists, it can usually be corrected. That’s why there are trainers and behaviorists. 
