SELECTING A DOG FOR YOUR CHILD
What age is best? 
Puppies

Many people think they should get a puppy so that the dog and child grow up together.  Before you move forward, please consider the following: 
· Time and energy: Puppies require a lot of time, patience, training and supervision. They also require socialization in order to become well-adjusted adult dogs. This means they need to be taken places and exposed to new things and new people. If you have a young child who already requires a lot of care and time, will you have enough time to care for a puppy, as well?

· Safety: Puppies, because they’re babies, are also somewhat fragile creatures. A puppy may become frightened or even injured, by a well-meaning, curious child who wants to constantly pick him up, hug him or explore his body by pulling on his tail or ears.

· Rough play: Puppies have sharp teeth and claws with which they may inadvertently injure a small child. Puppies may jump up on small children and knock them down. Supervise your dog and your child!
Adult Dogs
· Adult dogs require less time and attention once they’ve adjusted to your family and household routine.

· You can better gauge how hardy and tolerant an adult dog will be of a child 

· It’s quite possible to find a dog that you know has good experience with children

As a general rule, if your child is under six years old, it’s best to adopt a dog that’s over two years old. Although puppies are fun to watch grow up, they are a LOT of work. 
What Breed Is Best?

Although certain breeds have certain characteristics, so do individual dogs.  It’s important to consider both. 
· Size: Small dog breeds, such as toy poodles, Chihuahuas or cocker spaniels, may not be a good choice for your family. These small breed dogs are more easily injured and frightened.  They may also be afraid of being picked up and fondled frequently by a child.  Frightened dogs tend to snap or bite in order to protect themselves. Larger dogs are often more able to tolerate the activity; noise and rough play of some children
· Breed type: Some sporting breeds, such as Labradors and golden retrievers, make good pets for families with children. You can find wonderful dogs like these at shelters and rescues across the country. Breeds that have been selected for protective behavior, such as chows and Rottweilers, may not be as good for families with children. It may be difficult for this type of dog to comfortably tolerate the many comings and goings of children and their friends, who may be perceived as territorial intruders.  Take time to learn about the breed of dog you want.  Talk with a veterinarian, read books, and search the Internet. Don’t get a dog only because of the way it looks. 
