YOU’VE GOT THE DOG.  NOW HOW DO YOU INTRODUCE HIM TO YOUR CHILD
· Holding the puppy. Have your child sit down whenever he wants to hold the puppy. Puppies are squirmy and wiggly and may easily fall out of a young child's arms and become injured if held insecurely from a height. Also, the puppy may become frightened and snap or scratch in response. After your child is sitting, place the puppy in his arms.

· Give chew toys. Have your child offer the puppy a chew toy while he pets him. When puppies are teething, they tend to chew on everything, including hands and arms, so having a chew toy handy will divert the puppy’s teeth away from your child. An added benefit is that the puppy will come to associate pleasant consequences (getting a treat) with being held by your child.

· Introducing larger dogs. Have your child sit in your lap and let the dog approach both of you. This way, you can control your child and not allow him to get "carried away" with pats that are too rough. You can also show your dog how to treat your child gently. I
· Petting and giving affection. Teach your child to pet your dog from underneath the dog’s chin rather than hugging him or reaching over his head.. If your child has a heavy hand, have him practice with a stuffed animal. 
Don’ts

· Don't let your child pull on the dog’s ears or fur, but instead gently rub the fur or ears. 
· Don't let him squeeze handfuls of fur or grab the tail.  The tail should NOT be held.  
· Don’t pat him over the head, but under the chin
· Don’t grab his collar 
· Don’t let your child stare at or look directly into your dog’s eyes – it’s threatening to him
· Don’t let your child to hug the dog around the neck – it’s also threatening to him and he may growl, snap or bite.
· Don’t ever let your child tease a dog
· Giving Treats.  It is best to have your child place the treat in an open palm, rather than holding it in his fingers. Place a hand underneath your child's hand to help guide him.

· Supervising Play: As you know, children move quickly, have high-pitched voices and often run – and so do most prey animals (squirrels, birds). So remember, that since your dog chases prey animals, supervise your dog and child when together. 
· Teach your dog a "leave it" command for use when play gets too rough. Take an obedience class together so both of you learn how to communicate using positive but realistic reinforcement.  Don’t discipline your dog too harshly when he’s with the child as you don’t want him to associate that being near the child results in punishment.  
· Human Possessions. Your dog won’t know the difference between his toys and your child’s toys until you teach him.  Here’s what to do:.
Your child must keep his playthings out of your dog’s reach. If, and only if, you catch your dog chewing on something he shouldn't, interrupt the behavior with a loud noise, then give him an acceptable chew toy and praise him lavishly when he takes the toy in his mouth.  Don’t punish him if the damage has been done for hours.
Don't give your dog old socks, old shoes, old toys or anything that is used by the “humans.”  Your dog can’t tell the difference between the “toy” sock and the “real” sock or a child’s toy and one of his. 
· Dog Possessions.  Dogs can be possessive of their food, toys and space. While it’s typical for a dog to growl or snap to protect these items, it’s not acceptable. At the same time, children must respect their dog as a living creature that should not be teased, purposefully hurt and one that needs time to himself. 
If your dog is growling or snapping at your child for any reason, the situation needs IMMEDIATE attention. Punishing your dog is likely to make matters worse.  Many parents don't notice how rough their children are. A gentle hand will carry the child through so many different situations in life, not just meeting animals. If you don’t know what to do, get professional help!
· Meeting other dogs for the first time. (link)  This is a very important skill for your child to learn.  From the time that your child can understand, you must teach your children how to approach a dog properly. The first step is to ask the owner if it’s ok to say hello. 
The second step is to say “hello.”  Make sure the dog wants to “say hello.”  Some dogs may just want to be left alone or continue on their walk; in this case, keep moving. If the dog looks interested, have your child approach slowly. Do not let your child run up to a dog, ever. Have your child hold his hand out, palm down, and let the dog sniff.  Let the dog decide how close he wants to get. Many dogs love attention, but the first few moments of every new meeting must be handled properly. A correct approach will likely have the new dog sidling in closer for hugs and kisses.

Meeting an Unknown Dog With No Owners Present (link)
· Don’t scream and run. Instead, using a loud, firm voice, tell the dog to "go home." If he doesn't leave, don't panic.

· Does the dog seem curious (ears perked, tail wagging, relaxed stance)? If so walk away. If this is how he looks, just walk away calmly. 
· Is the dog standing in a threatening manner? (ears against his head, body tense, and tail up (wagging may or may not be good so don’t go by that)  Tell him to "Go lay down" in a firm voice, do not yell, and do not scream. Start to walk away slowly. Do not make any sudden move If he starts to advance on you and lunges, drop into a "turtle" position and yell for help.  NEVER RUN AWAY FROM A DOG –remember their pray instinct.
More Don’ts for You the Parent
· Don’t approach a dog when he is eating.
· Don’t leave your child unattended with a dog. Even the nicest family dog may bite if he is in pain, or if he has just "had enough".

· Parents please don't hesitate to call animal control if a loose dog ever threatens.
· Don't go into a yard that has a dog you don't know.

· Don't reach through a car window or a fence to pet a dog. 
· Don't pet a dog that’s tied up. 

· Don't touch a dog's "property."
· Don’t let your child pet the dog without the dog sniffing him first
