Why Dogs Bite Children

· Excitement.  When playing, sometimes they can hurt children by accident so play gently and calmly.  If the dog gets too excited, freeze and walk away. Take some time out to give you both a chance to calm down.

· Pain or Sickness

When a dog is in pain, he doesn't understand where the pain comes from. If you touch him, he may think you are causing the pain and will bite you to stop the pain. So, if the appears to be sick or hurt, leave him alone or get medical help. .

· Anger
A dog may protect anything that’s important to him: his toys; his bed, his food and water bowls; his people; his yard; his house; or his car. If you come near something that a dog feels is off-limits to you, he may warn you with a bite to make you leave his "property" alone!

· Fear or Surprise

Quick movements and sudden, loud noises may be scary for dogs and they may try to bite to protect themselves. You can spot a frightened dog because he puts his tail between his legs. 
If a dog thinks you’re a stranger who might hurt him and he can’t “get away”, his next option may be to bite. When you’re around an unfamiliar dog, be quiet and move slowly. If the owner isn’t there, LEAVE THE DOG ALONE.  
Warning Signs
Your dog will give you a signal that he is upset:

                                        Laid back ears against his head

                                        Stiff legs

                                        Hair standing up on his back

                                        Growling

                                        Barking with his teeth

What you should do:

· Freeze.

· Count to five, slowly and silently.

· Move away very slowly, sideways or backwards.

· If the dog jumps on you, curl up into a ball and cover your face and head 
· What you should NOT do:

· Don’t stare at the dog -- which means, "I dare you to bite me!"

· Don’t run, jump or wave your arms around.

· Don’t scream.

· Don’t throw anything at the dog or hit him.

